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The gospel for this Sunday certainly is a call to deep trust in the ABIDING 

PRESENCE of Christ with us, the Church.  It is interesting to note that it is Jesus 

who first invites the disciples to "go across to the other side."  God is always the 

one who speaks first, who loves first.  Ours is always a response: "they took him 

with them in the boat." 

 

These two steps, namely, Jesus' invitation and the disciples' "taking on" the 

invitation (their "yes"), could be looked at in terms of BAPTISM and 

DISCIPLESHIP.  In our baptism God invites us "into the boat."  When we say  

"yes" we are taking Jesus with us into that same boat.  (Remember the Book of 

Revelation:  "I stand knocking at the door; whoever opens it....?)  God has knocked 

and we have opened. 

 

And then begins the fun part.  Discipleship is fundamentally a life of FAITH (not 

the same as belief).  Faith is a deep, bedrock trust in God's presence in the world, 

in the Church and in our lives.  When the storms of life whip up we come to the 

truth of just how deep is our faith.  Life is full of overwhelming waves.  When we 

cry out IN FEAR (Jesus asked, "Why are you afraid?"), we are NOT acting out of 

deep faith.  Jesus does respond even to our fearful cries, but he does so with a 

reprimand. He knows that if we spend all of our lives reacting fearfully to life's 

storms, we will never know the fullness of life in God.  So he tests their FAITH by 

sleeping through the storm.  God is always with us -- that is a fact.  But do we 

TRUST deeply?  Can we ride out life's storms by trusting the quiet, still presence 

of God that is beneath the surface of the storm ("Be still and know that I am 

God.")?  That is FAITH.   

 

In baptism we were invited to "cross over to the other side" – over to a life IN 

CHRIST.  That CROSS-ing (a crucifixion indeed) is stormy, but when we said 

"yes" to Jesus, he climbed into the boat with us.  He got INTO US -- deep down 

within us.  The real test is to hold onto Jesus' presence even when he is still and 

quiet.  Jesus is more concerned with teaching us how to trust through the storm 

than he is with calming outward storms.  The Reign of God is within us, down 

beneath the stormy waves.  The move from FEAR to FAITH is to go within, down 

deep, where we are free to BE PEACE for a world so overcome with storms.  Let 

us be Peace!   



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Our webpage addresses:  https://www.PreacherExchange.com  

 

"First Impressions" is a service to preachers and those wishing to prepare for 

Sunday worship.  It is sponsored by the Southern Dominican Province, U.S.A.  If 

you would like "First Impressions" sent weekly to a friend, Click Here. 

 

If you would like to support this ministry, Click Here to make a secure tax-

deductible online donation. 

Thank you. 

      

“Blessings on your preaching”,          

Jude Siciliano, OP 

FrJude@JudeOP.org  

 

 

https://www.preacherexchange.com/
https://preacherexchange.com/fi_subscribe.htm
https://preacherexchange.com/donations.htm
mailto:FrJude@JudeOP.org

